NAMIBIA - WILD HORSES RIDE

ITINERARY

Day 1
The meeting point is Windhoek and we will arrange transfers for you.

On the first day of the ride your flight can arrive at Windhoek International
Airport at any time. You will then be transferred to a Windhoek guesthouse,
where you spend the first night. Check-in at the guesthouse is usually from
13:00. If you arrive before this you can make use of the main facilities until your
room is ready.

At the end of the ride, return to Windhoek by road, a journey of around 8
hours. The very earliest possible flight departure time from Windhoek is 18:00.

Overnight River Crossing Lodge. The first night of the ride is spent at River
Crossing, a comfortable lodge located on a 6500 hectare reserve just outside
Windhoek, (River Crossing, PO Box 97448, Windhoek. Tel: +264 61 401 494).

Meet the rest of your riding group for dinner. A Namibia Horse Safari Company
representative will brief the group about what to expect during your adventure.

River Crossing Lodge

Guest accommodation is in bungalows; each with ensuite facilities and a
veranda which overlooks the reserve.
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Inside one of the guest bungalows at River Crossing
Day 2

The following is a sample itinerary to be used as a rough guideline of how the
days might pan out. Usually you can expect to ride for between 6 and 8 hours
each day, covering 20-50 km over varied terrain. The route, overnight stops and
hours in the saddle can change, but always with your best interests in mind.

After breakfast, you have a five-hour drive to the lunch spot in the quaint town
of Maltahohe, then a descent down the Zaris Pass to the Tiras Biosphere
Reserve.

Settle into camp and explore your surroundings. Meet your crew and horses,
before enjoying sundowners in the soft fading evening light.

For the next 8 nights you will be camping in the desert. A tent is pitched for you
at sunset if you want it. However many people choose to forego the tent and to
take their camp bed to a quiet spot and sleep under the stars, which is a unique
and wonderful experience.
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Your swag (canvas bag) contains a sleeping mat, duvet and pillows. Additional
quilts and covers are available so please do ask for these if you are feeling cold
at night.

The luggage is transported by trucks and the riders meet the back-up vehicles
at the camps. On most nights a shower is set up so that you can wash off the
dust.

A single tent can usually be erected and single rooms are possible on the two
nights spent in lodges (subject to availability) and a supplement is payable for
this.

Overnight Wild Horses - Kanaan Campsite. A camp in the game rich Tiras
Biosphere Reserve.
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Day 3

Set off on horseback along a meandering dry wash coming down from the
plateau above.

Today is the perfect opportunity to get to know your horse. In the evening,
enjoy sundowners as the horses munch away on their feed bags.

Overnight Wild Horses - Namtib Porcupine pos Camp. A wild desert camp.

Day 4
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Make your way up into the rugged Tiras Mountains. This unspoilt landscape has
forced landowners to find sensitive ways of utilising this fragile area, which is
generally left as natural as possible. Sentinel inselbergs (island mountains) dot
the desertscape and the mighty dune sea can be glimpsed in the distance.

Frittata breakfast

Day 5

Desert adapted game such as oryx, springbok and zebra can sometimes be
seen. Good footing allows for long steady canters and some faster-paced riding.

Each day, lunch is enjoyed under a convenient tree or interesting spot with a
good view.
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Overnight Wild Horses - Reservoir Camp. A desert wild camp.

Today follows much the same pattern again and by now you are well and truly
in the middle of 'nowhere'!

At the end of the day it’s time to feed and brush off your horse, then gather
around the fire for dinner. You spend each night camping on stretcher beds
under an inky-blue African sky sparkling with stars
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Overnight Wild Horses - Zig Zag Dune Camp. A desert camp at the foot of the
dunes.

Day 7
After another night under the breathtaking Namibian sky, saddle up for the day.

Being in the desert means no internet and no way to communicate with the
outside world. Riders often arrive in Windhoek feeling stressed from work or
home life. But the rhythm of being on a journey soothes the soul and brings a
sense of peace. It allows you to live in the moment, let everything go and just
‘be’.

Overnight Wild Horses - Tweeling Kop Camp. A wild desert camp.
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Day 8

Crossing the dune sea is an experience in itself, with breath-taking desertscapes
at every turn.
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From the last camp in Geistershlucht (Ghost Valley) you visit the waterhole of
the wild horses of the Namib for a sundowner.

Overnight Wild Horses - Geisterschlucht Camp. A wild camp in 'ghost valley'.

Day 10

Visit the coastal town of Lideritz and Kolmanskop, the old German diamond
mining town that the desert is reclaiming.

Have a last memorable dinner together.

Overnight Klein Aus Vista Lodge. A simple but comfortable lodge on the edge of
the desert, surrounded by the Aus mountains. There are rooms in the Desert
Horse Inn and separate chalets nestled amongst the rocky outcrops.
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Day 11

You will be transferred to Windhoek International. The transfer will be by road
(a journey of around 8 hours).
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