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BOTSWANA - MACATOO - RIDING SAFARI 

ITINERARY 

On arrival in camp an introductory talk will be given on all aspects of the safari 
before an evening ride to familiarise yourself with the horses and the area. You 
return, as every evening, to a candle-lit dinner. 

 

The following times are approximate, but the daily pattern is normally a wake-
up call to your tent at sun rise (c. 05:30 in summer and c. 06:30 in winter). In 
the hotter summer days you would ride from about 07:00 through to 11:00, 
and in winter from about 08:00 through to 12:00. Lunch is back at camp and 
the afternoons are for resting and relaxing in your tent or by the pool. On a hot 
summer afternoon tea will be about 16:30 before the afternoon ride from 
17:00 to 18:30. In winter tea would be at c. 15:30 and you normally ride from 
about 16:00 to 17:30. 

 

Each day you ride out in different directions.  You might follow elephant trails 
from island to island through a sea of grass into the back country. Canter across 
open plains maybe in sight of herds of zebra and wildebeest. During the 



 

In The Saddle 
Page 2 of 6 

morning ride you will have a short break to rest before meandering back to 
camp. 

After lunch and a siesta, you have an afternoon activity. This could be a lovely 
ride in the afternoon sun, or a game drive or if there is sufficient flood waters, 
perhaps a boat trip to spot lechwe and elephant grazing the edges of the 
islands, whilst the sun sets across the water. 

 

On another morning you might ride through clouds of bushman hair grass onto 
plains with huge fig trees. You might encounter giraffe or shyer antelope while 
passing through mopane woodlands. The pace increases as you break out onto 
the flood plains, perhaps disturbing a troop of baboons. 

 

On some days you may splash through water on the vast open plains, home to 
wildebeest and zebra. The riding may be fast as you approach deep reedy areas 
full of bird life. After lunch you may choose to ride again, being met by the 
grooms as you pass the main tent and enjoying sundowners whilst the grooms 
take the horses back to the stables. 
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There are eight very spacious safari tents at Macatoo each set on a lovely deck 
with views out onto the plains. 

 

Two tents have double beds and the rest have twin beds which can also be 
pushed together. 

 

Each tent has a shower and flush loo - as well as an outside shower for an al 
fresco experience. 
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The tents are large enough for three single beds for friends who are willing to 
share. 

One tent can be occupied as a single without single supplement. This is 
allocated on a first-come, first-served basis and is subject to a minimum seven-
night stay. Once this tent has been allocated you need to pay the supplement 
to guarantee a single tent. There is no supplement if you are willing to share. 

 

Honeymoon tent 

The Honeymoon Tent is set some distance (about 10 minutes' walk) from the 
mess tent. It has a king-size bed, bath, indoor shower, outdoor shower and 
large private veranda with private plunge pool. 
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On one evening when staying in the Honeymoon Tent, you may wish to have a 
private dining experience. Drinks and dinner will be served on your veranda 
overlooking the Delta. 

 

Treehouse platform 

A night under the stars on the Treehouse Platform is sometimes possible. 
Mattresses are laid out for you on the platform, each with its own mosquito net 
strung overhead. You will usually eat dinner at main camp and then transfer by 
boat to the Treehouse which is lit by candles and lanterns. After spending the 
night in the tree canopy you transfer back to main camp to have breakfast and 
change for the morning ride. 
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Mess tent 

Centrally there is a large furnished mess tent and a plunge pool to be enjoyed 
on those hot afternoons between October and May. 

 

Interior of Mess Tent 

 

 

 

 

  


