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a south african discovery
As a keen endurance rider herself, when 
Olwen discovered Moolmanshoek she 
instantly found an affinity with the destination 
due to its beautiful scenery, welcoming 
hosts and the quality of its horses. 
“Moolmanshoek is an endurance rider’s 
paradise,” she explains. “Not only can you 
experience the breathtaking beauty of South 
Africa’s scenery and wildlife but you can ride 
quality endurance horses and feel an almost 
endless sense of freedom and exhilaration. It 
is one of life’s true escapes.”

In an area spanning over 3,000 hectares 
of rugged South African countryside, 
Moolmanshoek is surrounded by the vast 
Witteburg Mountains, situated between 
Ficksburg and Bethlehem, and in bygone 
years was a working farm. The current 
owners, Willie and Miemie Nel, along with 
their three children Hester, Isabel and 
Wiesman, have transformed it into a private 
nature reserve enabling the peace and 
tranquility to be explored by horseback and 
on foot, allowing visitors from around the 
world to experience the magic of untouched 
South Africa. 

Endurance horses at their finest
Moolmanshoek is not just ‘another riding 
holiday’ destination, it is home to two 
award-winning studs, the South Africa 
Boerperd horses and Arabian Endurance 
horses. “There are over 300 horses at 
Moolmanshoek,” Olwen tells us. “In 2007 
and 2008, they bred and trained some of 
the top ranking FEI horses in the world for 
endurance and it is highly likely when you 
embark on a holiday here you will be riding a 
potential, or retired endurance champion.”

Led by Wiesman Nel, a true horseman, all 
the horses are treated as horses naturally 
like to be treated, which produces happy, 
well trained animals, offering guests with a 
fantastic riding experience. “The vast space 
in South Africa provides travellers with the 
opportunity to ride for hours and hours,” 
Olwen states. “You can ride on the plains 
amongst wildlife such as Springbuck, Black 
Wildebeest and Zebra, along tracks up the 
mountains through wild plants and birds, or 
in the beautiful wooded ravines, with no view 
failing to take your breath away, whatever 
time of year you visit.”

“You can see horses in their most natural 
environment,” Olwen goes on to say. “The 
mountain sides play host to herds of young 

horses which are raised wild on the terrain, 
resulting in characteristic sure footedness. 
Fans of long distance riding will relish the 
chance to spend five or six hours in the 
saddle each day, while non riding partners 
can embrace long walks, game drives and 
observe the local Meerkat population!”

‘Making’ the endurance horse at 
Moolmanshoek
The level of horsemanship at Moolmanshoek 
is credible. “It is not through chance that the 
quality of horses bred, trained and offered 
for riding at this destination is so high,” 
Olwen says. “Over the years a careful, yet 
natural breeding programme has been 
created, stemming from the purchase of the 
stallion, Olford Silver Tu Penny, sired from 
Amyr, nearly 20 years ago.”

Several years on, Moolmanshoek Arabian 
horses have been exported around the 
world and many have gone on to be hugely 
successful in the world of endurance, a 
credit to the upbringing, care and natural 
management of the youngstock in their early 
years. “Right from the start the horses are 
born into a stress-free, natural environment 
where they can roam and develop at their 
own pace,” she says. “Foals are kept with 
their mothers for the first eleven months 
of their lives and in this environment tend 
to naturally wean themselves, leading to a 
far more relaxed and intuitive animal. After 
weaning they are allowed to grow and 
mature on the 800 hectare camp until they 
are between three and four years old, when 
they are introduced to careful handling and 
halter training.”

The surroundings they grow up on have 
such a huge impact on their emotional 
and physical growth and wellbeing. “The 
landscape that they are accustomed 
to helps to condition the horse to be 
comfortable and confident on a wide variety 
of terrain, a trait that is imperative to the 
endurance horse.” Olwen explains. “They 
also develop natural strength and muscle 
tone which paves the way for a successful, 
sound and healthy future.” 

Wiesman’s partner in the horse 
breeding programme is Leon Liversage. 
Moolmanshoek Moya (with rider Mariaan 
Liversage) was the top FEI horse for several 
years and the formidable Moolmanshoek 
Sweep broke several 100-miler records 
in South Africa. Moolmanshoek Pula 
became a legend in 2005, when he won 
every 120 km ride he entered. Pula was 
exported to Bahrain and in 2007 was the 
number one ranked FEI horse in the world. 
Moolmanshoek Roes with Leon Liversage 
as his rider were the number one FEI 
combination in the world during 2008.

When riding at Moolmanshoek you can 
experience the benefits of a relationship that 
is built on trust, harmony and mutual respect 
between horse and rider, it is horsemanship 
at its best.

For further information about visiting 
Moolmanshoek, or any of the exciting 
ventures on offer through In The Saddle, 
visit: www.inthesaddle.com or call 
01299 272 997.

If you are feeling inspired to experience the thrill of riding in South Africa you can get a taster for the 
culture and scenery without the pressure of competing. Olwen Law, founder of equestrian travel experts 
In The Saddle, tells us about one of South Africa’s hidden gems and what makes it so appealing for 
endurance riders…


